INDUSTRY REPORT

TRAI ENABLES
GROUND-BASED
BROADCASTING WITH

FLEXIBLE FRAMEWORK

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has
issued recommendations allowing
broadcasters to choose their
preferred technology for
providing channels to
Distribution Platform Operators
(DPOs). These recommendations
are part of a broader regulatory
framework for ground-based
broadcasters (GBBs) aimed at
modernizing India's broadcasting
industry.

In October 2023, TR Al released a consultation paper
seeking stakeholder feedback on non-satellite-based
broadcasting technologies. Traditionally, broadcasters in
India distribute content via satellite-based uplinking and
downlinking, as mandated by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB). However, advancements in
technology have made it possible to deliver TV channels
through terrestrial communication mediums, opening up new
avenues for distribution.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS

TRAI highlighted the need for an enabling framework
that supports technological advancements while protecting
consumer interests. The authority emphasized a technology-
agnostic approach to foster industry growth. Here are the
main points:

Broadcaster’s Choice of Technology: Broadcasters
should have the freedom to choose between satellite and
terrestrial communication mediums for delivering channels
to DPOs.
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Terrestrial Broadcasting:

Ground-based broadcasting technologies allow
broadcasters to distribute channels via terrestrial
infrastructure, including cable, fiber, cellular, microwave, Wi-
Fi, internet, or cloud-based systems. These channels can
be retransmitted through DPO networks under commercial
agreements.
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Regulatory Framework for GBBs:

The framework for ground-based
broadcasters should align with the 2022
‘Guidelines for Uplinking and Downlinking
of Satellite Television Channels in India,’
excluding provisions specific to satellite
communications. GBBs will not require
authorization from IN-SPACe or frequency
assignments from the WPC wing of the
Department of Telecommunications but will
still need other clearances, such as from
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Scope of Ground-based Broadcasting:

GBBs can use any terrestrial communication
technology to provide channels to DPOs. They can also
combine terrestrial and satellite technologies for the same
channel, subject to prior government approval.

Policy for FAST Channels:

TRAI recommended that MIB examine the
compliance of Free Ad-Supported Television (FAST)
channels with existing guidelines and, if necessary, issue
updated policies.

BENEFITS OF THE NEW FRAMEWORK

TRATI’s recommendations aim to:

«  Expand distribution options for broadcasters and DPOs.

* Facilitate industry growth by leveraging advancements
in terrestrial communication technologies.

* Ensure flexibility for broadcasters to adapt to
technological changes.

* Streamline regulatory processes under the ‘Ease of
Doing Business in Telecom and Broadcasting Sector’
initiative.

NEXT STEPS

TRAI’s recommendations build upon its 2014
suggestions on platform services, updated to reflect current
industry developments. Following a request from MIB in
May 2024, these recommendations aim to align with the
evolving broadcasting landscape under Section 11(1)(a) of
the TRAT Act, 1997.

The regulatory framework will ensure that
broadcasters can reap the benefits of technological
advancements while maintaining service continuity and
compliance with industry standards. If implemented, these
changes will mark a significant shift in India’s broadcasting
ecosystem, enhancing its efficiency and adaptability in a
technology-driven era. B
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