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TRAI ENABLES
GROUND-BASED

BROADCASTING WITH
FLEXIBLE FRAMEWORK

The Telecom Regulatory
Authority of India (TRAI) has
issued recommendations allowing
broadcasters to choose their
preferred technology for
providing channels to
Distribution Platform Operators
(DPOs). These recommendations
are part of a broader regulatory
framework for ground-based
broadcasters (GBBs) aimed at
modernizing India's broadcasting
industry.

In October 2023, TRAI released a consultation paper
seeking stakeholder feedback on non-satellite-based
broadcasting technologies. Traditionally, broadcasters in
India distribute content via satellite-based uplinking and
downlinking, as mandated by the Ministry of Information
and Broadcasting (MIB). However, advancements in
technology have made it possible to deliver TV channels
through terrestrial communication mediums, opening up new
avenues for distribution.

KEY RECOMMENDATIONS
TRAI highlighted the need for an enabling framework

that supports technological advancements while protecting
consumer interests. The authority emphasized a technology-
agnostic approach to foster industry growth. Here are the
main points:

Broadcaster’s Choice of Technology: Broadcasters
should have the freedom to choose between satellite and
terrestrial communication mediums for delivering channels
to DPOs.

Terrestrial Broadcasting:
Ground-based broadcasting technologies allow

broadcasters to distribute channels via terrestrial
infrastructure, including cable, fiber, cellular, microwave, Wi-
Fi, internet, or cloud-based systems. These channels can
be retransmitted through DPO networks under commercial
agreements.
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A@TUbar 2023 maoM T/a[- nao gaOr saOTolaa[T AaQaairt p̀saarNa tknaIikyaaoM

pr ihtQaarkaoM kI p̀itiËyaa maaMgato hue ek pramaSa-p~ jaarI ikyaa.prMpragat
$p sao Baart maoM p`saarNakta- saUcanaa va p`saarNa maM~alaya ³emaAa[-baI´ Wara
Ainavaaya- ikyao gayao saOTolaa[T AaQaairt ApilaMikMga AaOr Da]nailaMikMga ko
maaQyama sao saamaga`I ivatirt krto hOM.halaaMik¸ tknaIkI maoM p`gait nao TorisT/
yala saMcaar maaQyamaaoM ko maaQyama sao TIvaI caOnala ivatirt krnaa saMBava banaa
idyaa hO̧  ijasasao ivatrNa ko ilae nayao rasto Kula gayao hOM.
ma u#ya isafairSa o Mma u#ya isafairSa o Mma u#ya isafairSa o Mma u#ya isafairSa o Mma u#ya isafairSa o M

T/a[- nao ek saxama Z,aMcao kI AavaSyakta pr p`kaSa Dalaa jaao
]pBaao@ta ihtaoM kI rxaa krto hue tknaIkI p`gait ka samaqa-na krta
hO.p`aiQakrNa nao ]Vaoga ko ivakasa kao baZ,avaa donao ko ilae p`aOVaoigakI
A&oya dRiYTkaoNa pr jaaor idyaa.yahaM mau#ya ibaMdu idyao gayao hOM: p`saarkaoM kI
p`aOVaoigakI ka ivaklp: p`saarkaoM kao DIpIAao kao caOnala ivatirt krnao ko
ilae saOTolaa[T AaOr TorisT/yala saMcaar maaQyamaaoM ko baIca cayana krnao kao
svatM~ haonaI caaihe.

TorisT/yala p`saarNa:TorisT/yala p`saarNa:TorisT/yala p`saarNa:TorisT/yala p`saarNa:TorisT/yala p`saarNa:
ga`a]D AaQaairt p`saarNa tknaIkoM p`saarkaoM kao kobala¸ fa[bar¸

saolaular¸ maa[Ëaovaova¸ vaa[-–fa[-¸ [MTrnaoT yaa @laa]D AaQaairt isasTma
saiht sqalaIya bauinayaadI Z,aMcao ko maaQyama sao caOnala ivatirt krnao kI
Anaumait dotI hOM.[na caOnalaaoM kao vaaiNaijyak samaJaaOtaoM ko tht DIpIAao
naoTvak- ko maaQyama sao puna: p`saairt ikyaa jaa sakta hO.
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Regulatory Framework for GBBs:
The framework for ground-based

broadcasters should align with the 2022
‘Guidelines for Uplinking and Downlinking
of Satellite Television Channels in India,’
excluding provisions specific to satellite
communications. GBBs will not require
authorization from IN-SPACe or frequency
assignments from the WPC wing of the
Department of Telecommunications but will
still need other clearances, such as from
the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Scope of Ground-based Broadcasting:
GBBs can use any terrestrial communication

technology to provide channels to DPOs. They can also
combine terrestrial and satellite technologies for the same
channel, subject to prior government approval.

Policy for FAST Channels:
TRAI recommended that MIB examine the

compliance of Free Ad-Supported Television (FAST)
channels with existing guidelines and, if necessary, issue
updated policies.

BENEFITS OF THE NEW FRAMEWORK
TRAI’s recommendations aim to:

• Expand distribution options for broadcasters and DPOs.
• Facilitate industry growth by leveraging advancements

in terrestrial communication technologies.
• Ensure flexibility for broadcasters to adapt to

technological changes.
• Streamline regulatory processes under the ‘Ease of

Doing Business in Telecom and Broadcasting Sector’
initiative.

NEXT STEPS
TRAI’s recommendations build upon its 2014

suggestions on platform services, updated to reflect current
industry developments. Following a request from MIB in
May 2024, these recommendations aim to align with the
evolving broadcasting landscape under Section 11(1)(a) of
the TRAI Act, 1997.

The regulatory framework will ensure that
broadcasters can reap the benefits of technological
advancements while maintaining service continuity and
compliance with industry standards. If implemented, these
changes will mark a significant shift in India’s broadcasting
ecosystem, enhancing its efficiency and adaptability in a
technology-driven era. 
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BaU AaQaairt p`saarkaoM ko ilae Z,aMcaa 2022 ko

‘Baart maoM saOTolaa[T TolaIivajana caOnalaaoM kI ApilaikMga
AaOr Da]nailaMikMga ko ilae idSaa inado-Saao-M’ ko Anau$p
haonaa caaihe¸ ijasasao saOTolaa[T saMcaar ko ilae ivaiSaYT
p̀avaQaana Saaimala nahIM hO.jaIbaIbaI kao [na–sposa sao p̀aiQakrNa
yaa dUrsaMcaar ivaBaaga ko DblaUpIsaI ivaMga sao ÍI@vaoMsaI
Asaa[namaoMT kI AavaSyakta nahIM haogaI¸ laoikna ifr BaI
]nhoM gaRh maM~alaya jaOsaI Anya maMjaUiryaaoM kI AavaSyakta
haogaI.
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saMcaar tknaIk ka ]pyaaoga kr sakto hOM.vao hI ek caOnala ko ilae
sqalaIya AaOr saOTolaa[T tknaIkaoM kao BaI jaaoD, sakto hOM̧  jaao ik pUva-
sarkarI Anaumaaodna ko AQaIna hO.

fa^sT caOnalaaoM ko ilae naIit:T/a[- nao isafairSa kI ik emaAa[-baI
maaOjaUda idSaa–inado-SaaoM ko saaqa mauFt iva&apna samaiqa-t TolaIivajana ³fasT´
caOnalaaoM ko Anaupalana kI jaaMca kroM AaOr yaid AavaSyak hao tao ApDoT
naIityaaM jaarI kroM.
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T/a[- kI isafairSaaoM ka laxya hO:
• p`saarkaoM AaOr DIpIAao ko ilae ivatrNa ivaklp ka ivastar krnaa.
• TorisT/yala saMcaar p`aOVaoigaikyaaoM maoM p`gait ka laaBa ]zakr ]Vaoga ko

ivakasa kao sauivaQaajanak banaanaa.
• p`saarkaoM ko ilae tknaIkI pirvat-naaoM ko AnaukUla haonao ko ilae

lacaIlaapna sauinaiScat krnaa.
• dUrsaMcaar AaOr p`saarNa xao~ maoM vyaapar krnao maoM AasaanaI phla ko

tht ivainayaamak p`iËyaaAaoM kao sauvyavaisqat krnaa.
Agala o kdmaAgala o kdmaAgala o kdmaAgala o kdmaAgala o kdma

T/a[- kI isafairSaoM PlaoTfa^ma- saovaaAaoM pr 2014 ko sauJaavaaoM pr
AaQaairt hOM̧  ijanhoM vat-maana ]Vaoga ivakasa kao dSaa-nao ko ilae ApDoT
ikyaa hO.ma[- 2014 maoM emaAa[-baI ko AnauraoQa ko baad [na isafairSaaoM ka
]_oSya T/a[- AiQainayama 1997 kI Qaara 11 ³1´³e´ ko tht ivakisat
hao rho p`saarNa pirdRSya ke saaqa talamaola baOzanaa hO.

ivainayaamak Z,aMcaa yah sauinaiScat krogaa ik p̀saarNakta- saovaa inarMtrta
AaOr ]Vaoga maanakaoM ko Anaupalana kao banaayao rKto hue tknaIkI p`gait
ka laaBa ]za sakoM.yaid yao pirvat-na laagaU ikyao jaato hOM tao yao Baart ko
p̀saarNa pairisqaitkI tM~ maoM ek mah%vapUNa- badlaava laayaoMgao̧  ijasasao p̀aOVaoigakI
saMcaailat yauga maoM [sakI dxata AaOr AnaukUlanaSaIlata baZ,ogaI. 




